Name: Prof. Dr. Helmut Aust
Freie Universität Berlin, Public Law Group
WINS Seminar
Date of presentation:
12.01.2017, IRI THESys, Friedrichstraße 191, 10117 Berlin, Room 4088
Title of presentation: Cities and Climate Change - Challenges for International Law in the
Anthropocene
Abstract
Over the last couple of years, cities have become more assertive as global and transnational
actors. In particular, some cities and their associations have challenged the traditional exclusive
role of states in international relations. In the climate change context, associations such as 'C40 Climate Leadership Forum' have argued that 'states talk, cities act'. Through networking cities,
the argument goes, remedy some of the deficits of the mostly state-driven climate change
regime. In his talk, Helmut Aust will analyse how cities have positioned themselves as relevant
actors in the climate change regime and whether, and if so how, this process is accommodated in
the discipline of international law. He will argue that cities have successfully established
themselves as relevant actors in this field. This process has challenged some traditional notions
of international law. At the same time, this process also creates its own legitimacy issues.
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