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Abstract
The “Anthropocene” is fast becoming a familiar, if contested, term in various academic
disciplines and in wider popular culture. As a signifier of a new geological epoch, it is a concept
with as many social, and political implications as geological ones. This paper assesses the
implications of the Anthropocene for democracy. More specifically, it considers the implications
for the political participation of citizens in a democracy from an agonistic perspective informed
by the work of Chantal Mouffe and James Tully. Citizens are traditionally understood to
constitute the demos, the collective subject and the source of democratic authority. The
Anthropocene, in contrast, heralds the Anthropos, the human collective who have fundamentally
transformed the planet. In its signification of a biological unity the Anthropos apparently
dissolves any heterogeneous social identities. This paper suggests that while the Anthropocene
challenges the boundaries of the demos, it ultimately cannot override them. Rather, it demands
that we attend to the inevitable yet contingent exclusions of citizenship. It is precisely this
challenge that is capable of provoking an antagonistic confrontation that, if sublimated by
democratic institutions, might reaffirm identification with the demos.
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