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Understanding Climate Change Denial in Times of Right-Wing Populism

Rising right-wing populism is a phenomenon of our times accompanied by climate
change denialism considered as a manifestation of post-truth politics. Among the
actors who advocate post-truth and deny climate change, the most influential are the
right-wing populist parties and politicians. The marriage between right-wing populism
and climate change denialism uses a very specific narrative and rhetoric based on the
antagonism between ordinary people and climate scientists. The presentation
elaborates on discursive and social psychological perspectives of the successful
concurrence of right-wing populism and climate change denial. On this basis, Maria
Proestou refers to the German AfD party, addresses what did go wrong with the climate
change agenda and climate scientists, and discusses what scientists can do to win the
battle of climate change when the latter enters the political debate.
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